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Phillip Wilson looks back and talks
about how things have changed since
he joined the practice.
Technology, fashion and professional services have
changed a lot read the whole story inside...
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Welcome to the Wilson Wilson & Hancock newsletter
Every quarter we will update you on all the latest developments, new products and special offers
available at our branches. Throughout 2019 we will also be celebrating our 70th anniversary, and taking
a look back at fashions and technical advances during the past 70 years.
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60 Years – Gone in “The Blink of an Eye”
written by Philip Wilson

I studied at the Northampton College of Advanced
Technology in London (now the City University) and joined
my father in practice in Queen’s Road, Hastings on the
17th of August 1959.
Although basic sight testing has changed very little in all
that time, eye examinations are completely different with
the advent of modern technology. We can now detect
the onset of conditions such as glaucoma and macular
degeneration at a much earlier stage, thanks to the
advanced scanners that we have in practice such as the
Optomap, which gives a widefield view of the whole of
the back of the eye, and the OCT (Ocular Coherence
tomographer) which shows the very thin retina ( like the
film at the back of a traditional camera) in phenomenal
detail, allowing eye surgeons to treat
problems which could not have been
dreamt of a few years ago.
Measurement of pressure inside
the eye – a vital element in
glaucoma – was extremely
basic sixty years ago with an
instrument similar to a chemical
balance where the eye was
anaesthetized, and weights
placed on it! Nowadays, there
are small pressure units and even
a tiny magnetized bead device
which is hardly noticeable. They are
highly accurate and very patient friendly.

Phillip Wilson
pictured on his
21st Birthday

Contact lens design has changed dramatically. For many
patients we used to take a mold of the eye and have
lenses made that fitted over the whole of the white
part of the eye. Soft lenses have changed
the scene dramatically and they are so
comfortable from day one that the main
problem can be remembering to take
them out at night.
Advertising and window displays
were not allowed, so the practice
had to grow on reputation alone and
the majority of patients in the 60’s
wore NHS frames. Now spectacle
frames are high fashion with all the top
designers involved, and there have been
great advances in spectacle lens design.
There are now a vast range of single vision and
multifocal lenses to suit different lifestyles and high index
lenses to keep thickness down to a minimum together with
really effective anti-reflection coatings.
Cataract surgery has had a huge impact on quality of
life – 60 years ago it was quite dangerous and outcomes
often very poor. The introduction of modern techniques
and implants has revolutionized the procedure and
after 20-minute operations most patients have dramatic
improvements in their vision with very little recovery time.

How things have changed in 60 years. Testing for glaucoma required
placing weights directly on the eyeball. Today all that is required is a
gentle puff of air.
2
Hastings
Lewes
Rye
Tenterden

01424 421 717
01273 472 360
01797 223 700
01580 762 069

hastings@wilsonwilsonandhancock.co.uk
lewes@wilsonwilsonandhancock.co.uk
rye@wilsonwilsonandhancock.co.uk
tenterden@wilsonwilsonandhancock.co.uk

So all gone in the blink of an eye, but leaving great
memories of excellent staff (the life blood of the practice);
dedicated colleagues and above all so many lovely
patients I’ve got to know well over the years and their
children and frequently their grandchildren. I count my
lucky stars.
www.wilsonwilsonandhancock.co.uk
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MOSCOT is a New York City institution renowned
worldwide for its iconic eyewear. MOSCOT infuses its
unmistakably refined, downtown aesthetic with over
100 years of eyewear expertise, and unparalleled
craftsmanship to create its timeless eyewear.
While now recognized as a global fashion brand,
MOSCOT remains, at heart, a neighborhood
optical shop. The MOSCOT brand is comprised
of three core elements: HISTORY, FASHION, and
HUMOR. All three elements must always be
present, and no single element may outshine the
other two. It is the presence of these three
elements that makes the MOSCOT brand unique.
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RYE BRANCH NOW OPEN SATURDAYS
We are happy to announce that we now have
Optomap Retinal scanning in our Rye Branch.
Scanning can spot signs of cancer, diabetes, heart disease,
hypertension and stroke. The Optomap ultra widefield retinal image
helps your optometrist protect your vision and maintain healthy eyes.

Call us on 01797 223700

or pop in to see us at 63 Cinque Ports St, Rye TN31 7AN

BRANCH NEWS AND UPDATES

We are pleased to welcome several new members to our Wilson’s team:

Kanica Nanda, Optometrist.
I came to the UK, from Canada,
to study Optometry at Aston
University in Birmingham. Once I
completed my degree, I headed
further up north to Sheffield
to do my preregistration year
where I gained the majority of
my knowledge before moving to
Hastings and joining WWH.

Congratulations to Hannah
Brooks on passing her Dispensing
Opticians exams with high marks
and flying colours, many of you
have been following Hannah’s
progress since she first started her
training. The photograph above
shows Hannah accepting her
flowers from the WWH team after
receiving her results.

Welcome to Sarah Sharpe
(above) our latest Trainee
Dispensing Optician.
Many enquired about our Hastings
receptionist Justyna. You will be
pleased to hear they welcomed a
healthy baby boy into the world in
May, all of the team wish Justyna
and her husband congratulations.

Welcome to Mr Saruban Pasu BSc MBBS MD(Res) FRCOphth
We are pleased to welcome Mr Pasu to our Hastings practice from October, he will be holding a
monthly clinic. Mr Pasu is a Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon at East Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust and
The Spire Sussex hospital. He is the lead for the Diabetic Retinal Screening service for East Sussex.
His interests include Cataract surgery, general ophthalmology and disorders of the retina including vein
occlusions, diabetes and age related macular degeneration. He is able to perform retinal and YAG laser,
as well as intravitreal injections. www.sussexcataract.com
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